
A PRESS CONFERENCE AGAINST THE CHOICEOF NALERIGU AS THE 

CAPITAL FOR THE NORTH EAST REGION. 

By Concerned Gambaga Youth (CGAMY) 

Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen of the press and welcome to Gambaga, the ideal 

capital of the North East Region. We are gathered here to present to you a very important 

issue that has the potential of negatively impacting on the very democracy that we have 

chosen as a path and tool for our national discourse and development. This issue is the 

unfair choice of Nalerigu as the capital of the North East Region. We wish to state that a 

lot of covet operations and undercover dealings were hatched and implemented to ensure 

that no due diligence was followed in choosing Nalerigu as capital of the NER. 

Ladies and gentlemen, following the successful referendum that preceded the creation of 

six New Regions including North East on 27th December 2018, several views were 

expressed on the Social and Main Stream Media regarding where the Capital of the North 

East Region (NER) should be sited. Even though some of the views expressed were clearly 

whimsical and had no sound basis like that of the people of Nalerigu, it was clear, as 

expressed by some experts and academia that the only two towns in the NER that had the 

technical and infrastructural potential to host the regional capital were Gambaga and 

Walewale. As youth of Gambaga, we made strong arguments to the fact that Gambaga was 

the ideal choice of capital for the NER.  

We made a strong case that the factors that logically would have been considered in siting 

the capital of NER were central location, existence of seed infrastructure, security and 

defense, availability of land and other natural resources, history and policy, and 

avoidance of Power Clash between Administrative and Traditional Political Authority. 

It is our belief that if technocrats were engaged in the siting of the capital they would 

definitely have used these criteria among others and Gambaga would have been chosen. 

Even though it is the prerogative of the president to choose the regional capital, it is our 

belief that he was deceived and misled into choosing Nalerigu as the capital of the NER. 

We wish to state that the choice of Nalerigu had no sound basis except to satisfy some self-

seeking individuals and is among the most unjust practices that our fourth republic has 

witnessed.   

Ladies and gentlemen, you will bear with me that the history of creation of regions in 

Ghana sets a precedence of siting regional capitals only at district/municipal/metropolitan 

capitals, which often have existing infrastructure that makes the starting of administration 

more economical and easier. The area covered by the NER has only two towns being 

municipal capitals; Gambaga and Walewale. These two towns are the only places within 

the north east region that have existing infrastructure that could be used as startup office 

space for the regional administration. The capital of the NER must have of necessity been 

chosen from these two. However, we gave strong reasons why Gambaga was the ideal 

choice.  



In terms of centrality, the most appropriate potential town is Gambaga compared to other 

contending towns within the NER. We showed that data from “global feed dot com” 

indicates that over a 100km travel time would have been saved if Gambaga was chosen 

as the capital over Walewale, saving time and resources during regional monitoring. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, we also argued that the availability of existing infrastructure and 

Administrative resources like the Municipal Assembly, Divisional Police Command, 

Prisons Service, SSNIT, Audit Service, etc. and of course related accommodation facilities 

was a significant factor to consider, given the resource constraint of Government. In this 

regards, Gambaga was the best site for the regional capital of the NER. 

 

Another significant factor to consider in siting the capital for NER was the issue of security 

and defense. Apart from the existing infrastructure (e.g. Divisional Police Command, 

Prisons Service, Fire Service etc.), we argued that there is a Military Training Field located 

in Gambaga which can easily be developed into a Military Camp to beef up defense and 

security within the NER. Beyond that, we showed that there is some positive correlation 

between the defense and central location of a capital city  (Obateru, 2004) which 

comparatively further placed Gambaga above all other towns for the capital of NER.  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, the current location of the Nayiri has a historic trace. Previously, 

the Nayiri domiciled in a suburb of Gambaga previously called Tamalgu. To avoid power 

clash between the Colonial Administration and the Traditional Authority, Naa Atabiya, the 

then Paramount Chief had to relocate to the present day Nalerigu. In fact, the people of 

Mamprugu continue to reverence the Nayiri so much and would not allow any power to 

undermine the authority of the King. We argued that locating the capital in Nalerigu 

therefore had the potential of creating a power clash between the Administrative and the 

Traditional Authorities which could make governance and development very difficult. We 

stressed that the call by some people to make Nalerigu the capital of the NER was not in 

the best interest of the people of the new region. 

 

Another significant requirement for determining the capital for a region such as the NER 

is neutrality of the area or city.  Accorging to Obateru (2004) a potential capital town should 

be free from the vested sectional interests of the component states or the major ethnic 

groups. Given that the NER is multi-ethnic and requires peaceful coexistence among the 

various groups and unified vision for accelerated development, the choice of Nalerigu 

defeats this significant purpose since it portrays the Nayiri and hence Mamprusis as being 

biased.  

Ladies and gentlemen, besides the history, centrality, and existing infrastructural base of 

Gambaga relative to other potential towns, Gambaga has been the administrative 

mother of Mamprugu kingdom and the entire northern part of Ghana, and thus the 

selection of Gambaga would have been most objective for the majority of people in the 

NER.  

 

 



Unfortunately, this was not done due to the machinations of some selfish individuals 

within the NER. 

Since the 1970s, there have been several attempts by some individuals to twist the history 

and to deliberately replace or move the capital of the East Mamprusi municipality from 

Gambaga to Nalerigu through foul means. The redirection and construction of an 

Assembly Complex meant for Gambaga (the capital) in Nalerigu in the mid to late 1970s 

is a case in point. There was an attempt to even drift the then Mamprugu District capital 

to Nalerigu from Gambaga during the time of one of illustrious sons of Mamprugu in 

national politics and today, we have once again another illustrious son of Mamprugu 

occupying the highest echelon in politics from northern Ghana who is a son of the very 

person who was believed to be in the front of all the machinations that attempted to move 

the district capital to Nalerigu from Gambaga. The choice of Nalerigu as the capital of the 

NER against all objective reasons now justifies the belief by some people within the NER 

and Gambaga in particular that son will definitely try to make father proud by completing 

father’s unfinished task. The current Member of Parliament(MP) for the 

Gambaga/Nalerigu constituency, who is the local government minister, Hon. Alima 

Mahama backed by a messenger within the Nayiri called Taraana are the present-day key 

architects in these machinations against Gambaga. Ever since the MP came into the 

political limelight she has had an overwhelming endorsement from the good people of 

Gambaga, who have never turned their backs on her as far as politics in the constituency 

is concerned. It is however very sad to note that she hides behind the curtains to stab 

Gambaga in the back. There are lots of observations that inform this judgement: 

A. During the Public Hearings organized by the Commission of inquiry for the 

creation of new regions, Gambaga was the only District Capital that was replaced 

by a none capital (Nalerigu) in the schedule of such activities. The people of 

Gambaga were completely neglected in the consultation processes for the creation 

of North East Region. It took the Youth of Gambaga to write a petition to the 

Commission in order to get a public hearing to be held in Gambaga.  

B. A Street lighting project was taken to Nalerigu to the neglect of Gambaga, the 

municipal capital. It took the people of Gambaga serious protests to get some few 

done in Gambaga. 

C. In the construction of town roads, the constructor was instructed to begin work at 

Nalerigu instead of the municipal capital. 

D. Heavy duty equipment provided by the local government ministry to aid 

construction of feeder roads within the municipality were moved to a zonal police 

office in Nalerigu with the claim that the MCE was not available to receive the 

equipment. If the relocation was for security reasons, then the best place would 

have been the divisional police office in Gambaga. 

All these machinations were the handiworks of the MP and some elements within the 

North East Region to obscure judgment in respect of where the capital of the east 

Mamprusi municipal is. It was therefore not surprising that a statement to the effect 



that Nalerigu be chosen as the capital of the North East Region was issued by the 

Nayiri and found its way into social and mainstream media. In a video of such 

statement by the Nayiri, the Taraana is seen whispering into the ear of the king and 

one can also easily hear a voice at the background acting as though it were dictating 

to the revered king (mentioning the name of Nalerigu and the king repeating same). 

We believe that the statement was predetermined and orchestrated by the MP, the 

Tarana and some elements within the Nayiri in order to gag those that will be 

involved in the consultations towards siting of the capital of the NER. 

Ladies and gentlemen, following the statement by the minister in charge of regional 

reorganization that they were in the process of consulting chiefs of the new regions in 

the siting of the capital, a document that was supposedly circulated by the Nayiri to 

collect signatures of chiefs within the north east region to indicate their support for 

Nalerigu to be named the capital of the North East Region. Even up till now we 

strongly believe that no proper consultation was   done among chiefs and that the 

chiefs were being coerced into signing such a document. It is our firm belief that the 

document was not a true reflection of the opinions of the chiefs and especially the 

overwhelming majority of the people of the North East Region and we insist that this 

is autocracy at its peak and an affront to our democracy. 

Our call on the MP and her henchmen within the Nayiri to remember that it was the 

chiefs and people of all the areas of the North East Region that petitioned for the region 

and not only Nalerigu and to not create the impression that the Mamprusis are going to 

sideline the other ethnic groups within the region fell on deaf ears. Our call on the 

ministry for regional reorganization not to leave the issue of siting the capital of the 

North East Region to only the chiefs as it was increasingly becoming clear that there was 

come compromise being made of the chiefs in the case of the North East Region was 

ignored.  We urged the technocrats that were supposed to aid the choice of the regional 

capital to meticulously and patiently sift through all matters without succumbing to the 

whims and caprices of interested parties within the North East Region. We called on His 

Excellence Nana Addo who we saw as a man who stands for truth and justice and a 

lawyer who respects the tenets of democracy to ensure that people with parochial interest 

do not tarnish his reputation through this issue of siting the capital of the North East 

Region.  

It was our hope and expectation that all relevant stakeholders were going to be consulted 

and all reasonable factors were going to be considered in siting the capital of the NER. 

All of these appeals were clearly ignored and now the president has been misled to make 

the history of creating the only region whose capital is not capital of even a sub-

district.  

The questions we have are as follows: 

1. Did His Excellency, Nana Akuffu Addo create the regions in order to please 

chiefs or to send development to the doorsteps of the people? 



2. What was the recommendations of the commission on the creation of new regions 

regarding the capital of the NER? 

3. Did the NPP government really consult technocrats in choosing the capital of 

NER and what criteria did such technocrats use and what were their 

recommendations or is it that the technocrats in the case of NER were the chiefs? 

4. Since it is difficult to disagree that the chiefs were those who decided capital of 

NER, will it possible for the NPP to decide where to site the various infrastructure 

within the NER without following the dictates of the chiefs?  

5. How can the NPP prove that it can be trusted to equitably distribute the resources 

of the new region without following the whims of individuals with vested 

interests? 

6. Dr Mahmudu Bawumia, where were you when all these machinations were being 

hatched? Did you forget that the people of Mamprugu and Gambaga in particular 

were expecting that you will use your office to make right what your late father 

had done wrong? 

The questions are numerous but we leave the NPP and all those who schemed against 

Gambaga to the almighty God and posterity. 

Thank you. 
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